Glossary of heritage terms

Adaptation: means the modification of a place to suit proposed compatible uses.

Archival record: a document containing drawings, photographs and written information that
records the state of a place at a given time, usually prior to demolition or a major change. The
city has prepared guidelines for the preparation of an archival record.

Burra Charter: the Australia (ICOMOS) Charter for the conservation of places of cultural
heritage significance. The charter outlines the main principles and practices that guide the
conservation of heritage places and has been generally accepted as the standard for heritage
practitioners in Australia. A copy of the Burra Charter, as well as further information, is
available on the Australia ICOMOS website at www.aicomos.com .

Character: the combination of the public and private domains. Every property, public place or
piece of infrastructure makes a contribution, whether large or small. It is the combined impact
of these contributions that establishes neighbourhood character. The physical qualities of
character in Subiaco are diverse and include:

e the era of the majority of development

e the regular grid subdivision pattern

e the siting and orientation of development/built form on lots

e the form and distribution of open space

e building height, scale and proportion

e distinctive building styles

e particular design elements, materials and finishes.

Conservation: all the processes of looking after a place to retain its cultural heritage
significance. This includes maintenance and, depending on circumstances, preservation,
restoration, reconstruction and adaptation. Conservation will commonly involve a combination
of these.



Conservation plan: a document that analyses the history and nature of a heritage place,
assesses and records its cultural heritage significance, and provides a framework (policy and
strategy) for conserving its significant fabric and values. The Heritage Council of WA provides
guidelines for the preparation of conservation plans to ensure all important matters are
considered.

Contributory building or contributory place: a building or place that makes a positive
contribution to the cultural heritage significance and heritage character of a heritage area.
Individually these places are not necessarily of particular heritage significance, but they possess
collective significance within their streetscape context.

Cultural heritage significance: the aesthetic, historic, social and scientific values of a place for
past, present and future generations.

Fabric: all the physical material of the place. For a heritage area, significant fabric means those
parts of a place that contribute to the heritage significance and character of the place within its
streetscape setting (i.e. visible from the public realm).

Heritage agreement: a contract under the Heritage Act 2018, which is undertaken on a
voluntary basis by the owners of a heritage place. The agreement binds current and successive
owners to a set of conservation conditions, and may provide compensating benefits in some
circumstances. The purpose of a heritage agreement is to secure the long-term conservation of
a heritage place. A Heritage agreement runs with the land and is confirmed through a memorial
placed on the land title.

Heritage area: an area that has been designated under Schedule 2, Part 3, clause 9 of the
Planning and Development ( Local Planning Schemes) Requlations 2015. A heritage area is
assessed as having cultural heritage significance, which means it may be necessary to apply
special controls to conserve or enhance the streetscape(s), key heritage features/elements and
notable character. A heritage area may contain elements of minor individual significance but
heightened collective significance, and may also include elements of little or no significance. The
contributory and non-contributory places will be clearly identified in the heritage assessment for
the heritage area.

Heritage assessment: a systematic assessment that describes a place and its setting, and
states its significant heritage values in terms of the criteria adopted by the Heritage Council of
Western Australia. These criteria address the nature of its significance (aesthetic, historic, social
and scientific values) and the degree of significance (rarity and/or representativeness).

Heritage impact statement: a report that evaluates the likely impact of proposed
development on the significance of a heritage place and its setting, or on the heritage area
where it is situated. The report may also outline measures that will minimise any detrimental
impact. The heritage impact statement should address the following questions.

e How will the proposed works affect the significance of the place?

e What alternatives have been considered to ameliorate any adverse impacts?

e Wil the proposal result in any heritage conservation benefits that may offset any

adverse impacts?

The Heritage Council of WA has produced a guide and form for the preparation of Heritage
Impact Statements. This information is available on the Department of Planning, Lands and
Heritage website at www.dplh.wa.gov.au.



Heritage List: a heritage list established under Schedule 2, Part 3, clause 8(1) of the Planning
and Development ( Local Planning Schemes) Requlations 2015.

Heritage place: a building, structure, site, area of land or other physical element that is valued
for its cultural or historic heritage significance, including any associated contents and surrounds.

Interpretation: all the ways of presenting the significance of a heritage place. It can include
the use of colour, lighting, furnishings, historic material, artwork or signage, or a combination
of these, to tell the story of a building or place.

Interpretation plan: a document that explains the ways in which a place could be interpreted.
The plan aims to increase both our understanding and our enjoyment of heritage places.

Maintenance: the continuous protective care of the fabric, contents and setting of a place (do
not confuse with repair — see definition of repair).

Nearby contributory places: any contributory place on the five lots either side of a proposed
development and on both sides of the street that the proposed development faces. More
significance will be given to development that is closer to the proposed development. For corner
sites it also includes contributory places along the side street, but with less emphasis than the
primary street frontage.

Place: a site, area, land, landscape, building or other works, and may include components,
spaces and views.

Preservation: maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing state and slowing its
deterioration.

Public realm: spaces that are physically accessible to the public, and those aspects of other
spaces that are visible from physically accessible spaces. It incorporates features such as streets,
parks, shops, community buildings and the street facades of other buildings.

Reconstruction: returning a place as close as possible to a known earlier state by introducing
either old or new materials.

Repair: involves restoration or reconstruction.

Restoration: returning the existing fabric to a known earlier state by removing build up or by
reassembling existing components without introducing new material.

State heritage register: places listed under the Heritage Act 2018. This register is managed by
the Heritage Council of Western Australia with the assistance of the Department of Planning
Lands and Heritage.

Streetscape: the total visual impression gained from any location within a street, including the
natural and man-made elements. It is made up of the appearance of and relationships between
the buildings, in terms of design, scale, materials, colours, finishes, signs, external furniture,
paving materials for roads, footpaths and landscaping.



Structural condition assessment: a report prepared by a qualified structural engineer that
assesses the structural state of a building or element.



